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correctness of our present statement, that it so
exactly falls in with those phenomena, and so natu-
rally accounts for them. For even admitting that
the persons above mentioned, particularly the last
class, do at the bottom rely on the atonement of
Christ; yet, on their scheme, it must necessarily
happen, that the object to which they are most
accustomed to look, with which their thoughts are
chiefly conversant, and from which they most ha-
bitually derive complacency, is rather their own
qualified merit and services, though confessed to be
inadequate, than the sufferings and atoning death
of a crucified Saviour. The affections towards our
blessed Lord therefore (according to the theory of
the passions formerly laid down) cannot be expected
to flourish, because they receive not that which was
shown to be necessary to their nutriment and growth.
If we would love Him as affectionately, and rejoice
in Him as triumphantly, as the first Christians did,
we must learn, like them, to repose our entire trust
in Him, and to adopt the language of the apostle,
" God forbid that I should glory, save in the cross
of our Lord Jesus Christ4"—" Who of God is made
unto us wisdom, and righteousness, and sanctifica-
tion, and redemption V7
Doubtless there have been too many, who, to their
eternal ruin, have abused the doctrine of Salvation
by Grace; and have vainly trusted in Christ Oondemna-
for pardon and acceptance, when by their tion of Hum
vicious lives they have plainly proved the ^jJJJ
groundlessness of their pretensions. The Ofjree
tree is to be known by its fruits: and Oraoe.
there is too much reason to fear that there is no
principle of faith, when it does not decidedly evince
itself by the fruits of holiness. Dreadful indeed will
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